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Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist 

About the checklist 

The Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist is provided to assist institutions in 
conducting their semiannual reviews of programs and facilities for the care and use of animals. The 
Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Policy), section 
IV.B.1.-2., requires the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) to review the institution's 
program for humane care and use of animals and inspect all of the institution's animal facilities at least 
once every 6 months using the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals: Eighth Edition (Guide) 
as a basis for evaluation. 

How to use the checklist 

This checklist is a tool to assist IACUCs in conducting thorough semiannual reviews. IACUCs are not 
required to use this checklist but are encouraged to amend it as necessary to reflect institutional 
programs and needs, or to develop their own checklist. If the checklist is modified, periodic review of the 
checklist is recommended to ensure relevant topics are considered as the animal care and use program 
changes. 

The checklist covers the major topics of the Guide and the requirements of the PHS Policy. The checklist 
does not replace the Guide, but should be utilized in conjunction with the Guide. The Guide provides the 
standards, recommendations, and descriptions of desired outcomes necessary to evaluate and inspect an 
animal care and use program. Relevant references for the Guide and the PHS Policy are noted. Endnotes 
are included to reference specific U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulatory requirements that 
differ from the PHS Policy. Topics that are new to this version of the checklist or identified as a “must” in 
the Guide are highlighted. A column to identify changes that have occurred in the institution’s program 
for animal care and use (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) since the last review is also a new feature. 

The checklist consists of the following sections: 

I. Semiannual Program Review Checklist 
• Institutional Policies and Responsibilities 
• Veterinary Care 

II. Semiannual Facility Inspection Checklist 
• Terrestrial Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Aquatic Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Cagewash 
• Special Facilities: Aseptic Surgery 
• Special Facilities: Procedure Areas, Non-survival Surgeries, Laboratories, Rodent Surgeries, 

Imaging, Whole Body Irradiation, Hazardous Agent Containment, Behavioral Studies 
III. Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
IV. Endnotes 

It is recommended that the Program Review section be completed during an IACUC meeting. Because 
physical aspects of a program require visual observation to evaluate, it is recommended that the Facility 
Inspection section be completed during an inspection of the facilities, including satellite facilities.  

A table is provided, “Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report,” as a format for the IACUC 
to organize and track information regarding deficiencies, and plans and schedules for correction. IACUCs may 
choose to attach the table to the Semiannual Report to the Institutional Official. 

Questions or comments? 

Suggestions or comments about this checklist should be e-mailed to: olawdpe@mail.nih.gov.
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II. Semiannual Facility Inspection Report 
 
Date: 11/6/2019 
Members in Attendance: , Leslie Jarrell (via facetime),  

 
Deficiency 
Category* 

 
 
√ 

 
 
Location 

 
Deficiency and 

 Plan for Correction 

 
Responsible       

Party 

 
Correction Schedule 
and Interim Status 

 
 Date 

 Complete 

M  Rm 159 Several tanks with high density of Flat Head Minnows-thin fish 
into more tanks 

 Split density of tanks 11/20/2019 

M  Rm 159 1 Large Single Housed Blue Gill Fish-multiple house  Disposed 11/20/2019 
M  Rm 159 Lab coat hanging on Fish Rack-remove lab coat and store in 

another room 
 Removed Lab coat 11/7/2019 

M  Rm 159 Rusty Razor Blade-dispose of razor blade  Disposed of blade 11/7/2019 

M  Rm 159 Wood in the room- replace with plastic  Removed wood 11/19/2019 

M  Rm 159 Particle board clipboards-replace with plastic clipboards  Replaced with plastic 
clipboards 

11/12/2019 

M  Rm 160 Several tanks with high density of Flat Head Minnows-thin fish 
into more tanks 

 Split density of tanks  
11/20/2019 

 
 
 
 
 

M  Rm 160 Oxygen Tank needs to be more secured to rack  Moved O2 tanks to 
storage container 

11/7/2019 
 
 
 
 

M  Rm 160 Rusty Razor Blade-dispose of razor blade  Disposed of blade 11/7/2019 

M  Rm 162 Lab coat hanging on Fish Rack-remove lab coat and store in 
another room 

 Moved lab coats 11/7/2019 

M  Rm 162 Broken 5G Tank-remove broken tank  Disposed of Tank 11/7/2019 

M  Rm 163 Freezers, paint is peeling off and rusty-replace freezers  New Freezers on order 01/21/2020 

M  Rm 163 Storage of unbagged carcasses with food-bag carcasses and 
store food in another freezer 

 Disposed of carcasses 11/8/2019 

M  Rm 166 Electric junction box setting on rack with water pump-attach 
electric junction box to wall 

 Facilities will re-wire 12/10/2019 

M  Rm 166 Wood in room-replace with plastic  Removed wood 11/19/2019 

M  Rm 167 Wood in room-replace with plastic  Removed wood 11/19/2019 

M  Rm 167 Particle board clipboards-replace with plastic clipboards  Replaced with plastic 
clipboards 

11/12/2019 

Exemption 6Exemption 6Exemption 6Exemption 6 Exemption 6
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M  Rm 167 Bleach container-do not keep in room  Moved bleach to 
another room 

11/7/2019 

M  Rm 167 Broken Trash can-replace with another trash can  Disposed of broken 
trash can 

11/7/2019 

M  Rm 167 Cardboard box on floor-remove cardboard from the room  Removed Cardboard 
from the room 

11/19/2019 

M  Rm 167 Items on the floor-remove items as they are trip hazards  Items were moved 11/7/2019 

M  Rm 167 Drain covers in sink- store these closer to the drains  Moved Drain covers 
close to sink 

11/7/2019 

M 
 

 Rm 167 GFCI Protected Outlets-make sure these are really GFI  Tested, they are GFI 11/19/2019 

M  Rm 168 Stir plate sitting on wood-remove wood, replace with plastic  Removed wood 11/19/2019 

M  Rm 168 Furniture mover is wood, remove mover from this room  Removed furniture 
mover 

11/12/2019 

M  Rm 168 Particle board clipboards-replace with plastic clipboards  Replaced with plastic 
clipboard 

11/12/2019 

M 
 

 Rm 168 Electric junction box setting on rack with water pump-attach 
electric junction box to wall 

 Facilities will move box 12/10/2019 

M  Rm 169 Cardboard on top of racks-remove and replace with plastic  Removed cardboard 11/19/2019 

M   UV light, unit states failure-fix sensor  Replaced sensor 12/10/2019 

M   Light levels in room with Albino frogs-need to detect levels as 
Albino frogs are more sensitive to light 

 Facilities will check 
light levels 

12/10/2019 

M 
 

  Body conditioning of Zebrafish-learn how to score on body 
condition 

 File sent from RTP 11/7/2019 

M   Liquid chemicals in rooms on high shelves-move liquid chemicals 
to lower shelf 

 Moved to lower shelf 11/7/2019 

M   Metal chair with wooden top-remove chair from room  Removed chair from 
the room 

11/7/2019 

* A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
√ Check if repeat deficiency 
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III. Endnotes 
 

i The PHS Policy requires that Assured institutions comply with the regulations (9 CFR, Subchapter A) issued by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) under the Animal Welfare Act, as applicable. The endnotes below are specific USDA 
regulatory requirements that differ from or are in addition to the PHS Policy. This list is not intended to be all inclusive. 
For additional information please refer to 9 CFR Subchapter A - Animal Welfare. 
 
ii Part 2 Subpart C - Research Facilities 
- 2.31(b)(2) - “The Committee shall be composed of a Chairman and at least two additional members;... at least one shall 
not be affiliated in any way with the facility...such   person will provide representation for general community interests in 
the proper care and treatment of animals.” [PHS policy requires 5 members] 
 
iii 2.32(c)(4) - “...No facility employee, Committee member, or laboratory personnel shall be discriminated against or be 
subject to any reprisal for reporting violations of any regulation or standards under the Act.” [USDA requirement 
additional to PHS Policy] 
 
iv 2.31(d)(5) - “...shall conduct continuing reviews of activities...not less than annually.” [PHS Policy requires a complete 
new review every 3 years utilizing all the criteria for initial review] 
 
v 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “...no animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 
recover unless...(it is) justified for scientific reasons...(or is) required as routine veterinary procedure...or other special 
circumstances as determined by the Administrator on an individual basis.”  [this last point is an additional USDA 
justification for multiple survival surgeries] 
 
vi 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
vii 2.36(b)(3) - “...exceptions to the standards and regulations be specified and explained by the principal investigator and 
approved by the IACUC. A summary of all such   exceptions must be attached to the facility’s annual report.” [Refers to 
USDA annual report] 
 
viii 2.31(c)(3) - “...Any failure to adhere to the plan and schedule that results in a significant deficiency remaining 
uncorrected shall be reported in writing within 15 business days by the IACUC, through the institutional official, to 
APHIS and any Federal agency funding that activity.” [PHS Policy requires prompt reporting to OPRR of serious or 
continuing noncompliance with the PHS Policy or serious deviations from the provisions of the Guide] 
 
ix 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
x In addition to PHS requirements for IACUC review/application for funding, USDA regulations require: 
 2.31(d)(1)(ii) - “The principal investigator (PI) consider alternatives to procedures that cause more than momentary or 

slight pain or distress to the animals, and has provided a written narrative description of the methods and 
sources...used to determine that alternatives were not available.” 

 
 2.31(d)(1)(iii) - “The PI has provided written assurance that the activities do not unnecessarily duplicate previous 

experiments.” 
 
 2.31(d)(1)(iv) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will: 
 - involve in their planning, consultation with the attending veterinarian or his or her designee; [PHS Policy does not 

specify veterinary consultation] 
 - not include paralytics without the use of anesthesia;”  
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 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “No animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 

recover, unless justified for scientific reasons by the principal investigator, in writing...” 
 
xi 2.33(a)(1) - “In the case of a part-time attending veterinarian or consultant arrangements, the formal arrangements shall 
include a written program of veterinary care and regularly scheduled visits to the research   facility.” [USDA requirement 
additional] 
 
xii 2.32(c) - “Humane methods of animal maintenance and experimentation, including the basic needs of each   species, 
proper handling and care for the various species of animals used by the facility, proper pre-procedural and post-procedural 
care of animals, and aseptic surgical methods and procedures.” 
 
xiii 2.32(c) - additional specifications include: 
- “proper use of anesthetics, analgesics, and tranquilizers for any species of animals used by the facility” 
- “methods whereby deficiencies in animal care and treatment are reported, including deficiencies in animal care and 
treatment reported by any employee of the facility...” 
- “utilization of services (e.g., National Agricultural Library, National Library of Medicine) to provide information on 
appropriate animal care and use, alternatives to the use of live animals in research  , that could prevent unintended and 
unnecessary duplication of research   involving animals, and regarding the intent and requirements of the Act.” [USDA 
training specifications are more detailed than PHS Policy]. 
 
xiv 2.31(d)(iv)(C) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will...not 
include the use of paralytics without anesthesia.” 
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Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist 

About the checklist 

The Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist is provided to assist institutions in conducting their semiannual reviews of 
programs and facilities for the care and use of animals. The Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals 
(Policy), section IV.B.1.-2., requires the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) to review the institution's program for humane 
care and use of animals and inspect all of the institution's animal facilities at least once every 6 months using the Guide for the Care and Use of 
Laboratory Animals: Eighth Edition (Guide) as a basis for evaluation. 

How to use the checklist 

This checklist is a tool to assist IACUCs in conducting thorough semiannual reviews. IACUCs are not required to use this checklist but are 
encouraged to amend it as necessary to reflect institutional programs and needs, or to develop their own checklist. If the checklist is modified, 
periodic review of the checklist is recommended to ensure relevant topics are considered as the animal care and use program changes. 

The checklist covers the major topics of the Guide and the requirements of the PHS Policy. The checklist does not replace the Guide, but should 
be utilized in conjunction with the Guide. The Guide provides the standards, recommendations, and descriptions of desired outcomes necessary 
to evaluate and inspect an animal care and use program. Relevant references for the Guide and the PHS Policy are noted. Endnotes are 
included to reference specific U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulatory requirements that differ from the PHS Policy. Topics that are new 
to this version of the checklist or identified as a “must” in the Guide are highlighted. A column to identify changes that have occurred in the 
institution’s program for animal care and use (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) since the last review is also a new feature. 

The checklist consists of the following sections: 

I. Semiannual Program Review Checklist 
• Institutional Policies and Responsibilities 
• Veterinary Care 

II. Semiannual Facility Inspection Checklist 
• Terrestrial Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Aquatic Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Cagewash 
• Special Facilities: Aseptic Surgery 
• Special Facilities: Procedure Areas, Non-survival Surgeries, Laboratories, Rodent Surgeries, Imaging, Whole Body Irradiation, 

Hazardous Agent Containment, Behavioral Studies 
III. Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
IV. Endnotes 

It is recommended that the Program Review section be completed during an IACUC meeting. Because physical aspects of a program require 
visual observation to evaluate, it is recommended that the Facility Inspection section be completed during an inspection of the facilities, including 
satellite facilities.  
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A table is provided, “Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report,” as a format for the IACUC to organize and track information 
regarding deficiencies, and plans and schedules for correction. IACUCs may choose to attach the table to the Semiannual Report to the Institutional 
Official. 

Questions or comments? 

Suggestions or comments about this checklist should be e-mailed to: olawdpe@mail.nih.gov.
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o Includes multiple contacts (Guide, p 24) X      
o Includes anonymity, whistle blower policy, nondiscrimination and reprisal 

protection (Guide, p 24) X     
 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
 

NOTES: 
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o noise and vibration (Guide, pp 49, 81) X     
• Primary Enclosure:  

o allows for normal physiological and behavioral needs (Guide, p 82) X     

o allows social interaction for social species (Guide, p 82) X     

o provides a balanced, stable environment (Guide, p 82) X     

o provides appropriate water quality and monitoring (Guide, p 82) X     

o allows access to food and waste removal (Guide, p 82) X     

o restricts escape and entrapment (Guide, p 82) X     

o allows undisturbed observation (Guide, p 82) X     

o constructed of nontoxic materials (Guide, p 82) X     

o prevents electrical hazards (Guide, p 82) X     
o space needs of species are evaluated by IACUC during program evaluations and 

facility inspections (Guide, p 83) X     
• Environmental Enrichment, Social Housing, Behavioral and Social Management: 

o enrichment elicits appropriate behaviors and is safe (Guide, p 83) X     

o semi-aquatic reptiles are provided terrestrial areas (Guide, p 83)     X 
o handling is kept to a minimum and appropriate techniques are in place at facility 

or protocol level (Guide, p 84) X     
o nets are cleaned, disinfected and managed to avoid contamination of systems 

(Guide, p 84) X     
• Food: 

o storage to prevent contamination, preserve nutrients and prevent pests (Guide, p 
84) X     

o delivery ensures access to all , minimizing aggression and nutrient loss (Guide, p 
84) X     

o storage times are based on manufacturer recommendations or accepted practice 
(Guide, p 84) X     

o a nutritionally complete diet is provided (Guide, p 84) X     
• Substrate: 

o amount, type and presentation of substrate is appropriate for the system and the 
species (Guide, p 85) X     

• Sanitation, Cleaning and Disinfection 
o frequency of tank/cage cleaning and disinfection is determined by water quality, 

permits adequate viewing and health monitoring (Guide, p 86) X     

o cleaning and disinfection of macroenvironment (Guide, p 86) X     

• Waste Disposal: X     

o procedures for collection (Guide, pp 73-74) X     
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o hazardous wastes are rendered safe before removal from facility (Guide, pp 73-
74) [must] X     

o animal carcasses (Guide, pp 73-74) X     
• Pest Control: 

o regularly scheduled (Guide, p 74) X     

o documented program including control of pests and insecticide use (Guide, p 74) X     
• Emergency, Weekend, and Holiday Animal Care: 

o care provided by qualified personnel every day (Guide, pp 74, 87) X     

o provision for accessible contact information (Guide, pp 74, 87) X     

o emergency response plans in place to address major system failures (Guide, 87) X     
o veterinary care available after hours, weekends, and holidays (Guide, pp 74, 114) 

[must] X     
• Identification: 

o cage/tank cards contain required information (Guide, pp 75, 87) X     
o genotype information included and standardized nomenclature used when 

applicable (Guide, pp 75, 87) X     

• Recordkeeping: X     

o water quality parameters and frequency of testing recorded (Guide, p 88) X     

o records kept on feeding, nonexpired food supplies, live cultures (Guide, p 88) X     

• Storage:  X     
o adequate space for equipment, supplies, food, substrate and refuse (Guide, p 

141) X     

o substrate protected from contamination (Guide, p 141) X     
o food in vermin-free, temperature and humidity controlled area and protected 

from contamination (Guide, p 141) X     

o refuse storage is separate (Guide, p 141) X     
o carcass and animal tissue storage is separate, refrigerated below 7ºC and 

cleanable (Guide, p 141) X     
• Personnel:       

o adequate space for locker rooms, administration and training (Guide, p 135) X     
 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
 

NOTES: 
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II. Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
 
Date: 12/12/2019 
Members in Attendance:  and  

 
Deficiency 
Category* 

 
 
√ 

 
 
Location 

 
Deficiency and 

 Plan for Correction 

 
Responsible       

Party 

 
Correction Schedule 
and Interim Status 

 
 Date 

 Complete 

M  Wetlab Emergency Eye Wash needs 18 inches of egress. 
Move chair to another location.  

  12/12/2019 

M  Wetlab-
G15 

Rusty scrapers. Replace rusty scrapers with new 
scrapers. 

  12/19/2019 

M  Wetlab-
Tank 21A 
& another 

tank 

Rusty clipboards (2). Replace rusty clipboards with 
new clipboards. 

  12/19/2019 

M  Wetlab Ambient salinity tubings are dirty. Replace with new 
tubing. In progress as newer type of replacement 

tubing is on order 

  01/07/2020 

M  Wetlab Emergency Eye Wash needs 18 inches of egress. 
Move boot rack to another location. 

  12/12/2019 

 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
√ Check if repeat deficiency 

Exemption 6Exemption 6Exemption 6Exemption 6 Exemption 6
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III. Endnotes 
 

i The PHS Policy requires that Assured institutions comply with the regulations (9 CFR, Subchapter A) issued by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) under the Animal Welfare Act, as applicable. The endnotes below are specific USDA 
regulatory requirements that differ from or are in addition to the PHS Policy. This list is not intended to be all inclusive. 
For additional information please refer to 9 CFR Subchapter A - Animal Welfare. 
 
ii Part 2 Subpart C - Research Facilities 
- 2.31(b)(2) - “The Committee shall be composed of a Chairman and at least two additional members;... at least one shall 
not be affiliated in any way with the facility...such   person will provide representation for general community interests in 
the proper care and treatment of animals.” [PHS policy requires 5 members] 
 
iii 2.32(c)(4) - “...No facility employee, Committee member, or laboratory personnel shall be discriminated against or be 
subject to any reprisal for reporting violations of any regulation or standards under the Act.” [USDA requirement 
additional to PHS Policy] 
 
iv 2.31(d)(5) - “...shall conduct continuing reviews of activities...not less than annually.” [PHS Policy requires a complete 
new review every 3 years utilizing all the criteria for initial review] 
 
v 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “...no animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 
recover unless...(it is) justified for scientific reasons...(or is) required as routine veterinary procedure...or other special 
circumstances as determined by the Administrator on an individual basis.”  [this last point is an additional USDA 
justification for multiple survival surgeries] 
 
vi 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
vii 2.36(b)(3) - “...exceptions to the standards and regulations be specified and explained by the principal investigator and 
approved by the IACUC. A summary of all such   exceptions must be attached to the facility’s annual report.” [Refers to 
USDA annual report] 
 
viii 2.31(c)(3) - “...Any failure to adhere to the plan and schedule that results in a significant deficiency remaining 
uncorrected shall be reported in writing within 15 business days by the IACUC, through the institutional official, to 
APHIS and any Federal agency funding that activity.” [PHS Policy requires prompt reporting to OPRR of serious or 
continuing noncompliance with the PHS Policy or serious deviations from the provisions of the Guide] 
 
ix 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
x In addition to PHS requirements for IACUC review/application for funding, USDA regulations require: 
 2.31(d)(1)(ii) - “The principal investigator (PI) consider alternatives to procedures that cause more than momentary or 

slight pain or distress to the animals, and has provided a written narrative description of the methods and 
sources...used to determine that alternatives were not available.” 

 
 2.31(d)(1)(iii) - “The PI has provided written assurance that the activities do not unnecessarily duplicate previous 

experiments.” 
 
 2.31(d)(1)(iv) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will: 
 - involve in their planning, consultation with the attending veterinarian or his or her designee; [PHS Policy does not 

specify veterinary consultation] 
 - not include paralytics without the use of anesthesia;”  
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 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “No animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 

recover, unless justified for scientific reasons by the principal investigator, in writing...” 
 
xi 2.33(a)(1) - “In the case of a part-time attending veterinarian or consultant arrangements, the formal arrangements shall 
include a written program of veterinary care and regularly scheduled visits to the research   facility.” [USDA requirement 
additional] 
 
xii 2.32(c) - “Humane methods of animal maintenance and experimentation, including the basic needs of each   species, 
proper handling and care for the various species of animals used by the facility, proper pre-procedural and post-procedural 
care of animals, and aseptic surgical methods and procedures.” 
 
xiii 2.32(c) - additional specifications include: 
- “proper use of anesthetics, analgesics, and tranquilizers for any species of animals used by the facility” 
- “methods whereby deficiencies in animal care and treatment are reported, including deficiencies in animal care and 
treatment reported by any employee of the facility...” 
- “utilization of services (e.g., National Agricultural Library, National Library of Medicine) to provide information on 
appropriate animal care and use, alternatives to the use of live animals in research  , that could prevent unintended and 
unnecessary duplication of research   involving animals, and regarding the intent and requirements of the Act.” [USDA 
training specifications are more detailed than PHS Policy]. 
 
xiv 2.31(d)(iv)(C) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will...not 
include the use of paralytics without anesthesia.” 
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Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist 

About the checklist 

The Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist is provided to assist institutions in 
conducting their semiannual reviews of programs and facilities for the care and use of animals. The 
Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Policy), section 
IV.B.1.-2., requires the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) to review the institution's 
program for humane care and use of animals and inspect all of the institution's animal facilities at least 
once every 6 months using the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals: Eighth Edition (Guide) 
as a basis for evaluation. 

How to use the checklist 

This checklist is a tool to assist IACUCs in conducting thorough semiannual reviews. IACUCs are not 
required to use this checklist but are encouraged to amend it as necessary to reflect institutional 
programs and needs, or to develop their own checklist. If the checklist is modified, periodic review of the 
checklist is recommended to ensure relevant topics are considered as the animal care and use program 
changes. 

The checklist covers the major topics of the Guide and the requirements of the PHS Policy. The checklist 
does not replace the Guide, but should be utilized in conjunction with the Guide. The Guide provides the 
standards, recommendations, and descriptions of desired outcomes necessary to evaluate and inspect an 
animal care and use program. Relevant references for the Guide and the PHS Policy are noted. Endnotes 
are included to reference specific U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulatory requirements that 
differ from the PHS Policy. Topics that are new to this version of the checklist or identified as a “must” in 
the Guide are highlighted. A column to identify changes that have occurred in the institution’s program 
for animal care and use (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) since the last review is also a new feature. 

The checklist consists of the following sections: 

I. Semiannual Program Review Checklist 
• Institutional Policies and Responsibilities 
• Veterinary Care 

II. Semiannual Facility Inspection Checklist 
• Terrestrial Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Aquatic Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Cagewash 
• Special Facilities: Aseptic Surgery 
• Special Facilities: Procedure Areas, Non-survival Surgeries, Laboratories, Rodent Surgeries, 

Imaging, Whole Body Irradiation, Hazardous Agent Containment, Behavioral Studies 
III. Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
IV. Endnotes 

It is recommended that the Program Review section be completed during an IACUC meeting. Because 
physical aspects of a program require visual observation to evaluate, it is recommended that the Facility 
Inspection section be completed during an inspection of the facilities, including satellite facilities.  

A table is provided, “Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report,” as a format for the IACUC 
to organize and track information regarding deficiencies, and plans and schedules for correction. IACUCs may 
choose to attach the table to the Semiannual Report to the Institutional Official. 

Questions or comments? 

Suggestions or comments about this checklist should be e-mailed to: olawdpe@mail.nih.gov.  
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o nonhuman primates are socially housed except for scientific, veterinary or 
behavior reasons (Guide, pp 58-59)     X 

o single housing of nonhuman primates is for shortest duration possible (Guide, p 
60)     X 

o opportunities for release into larger enclosures is considered for single caged 
nonhuman primates (Guide, p 60)     X 

o agricultural animals are housed socially (Guide, p 60)     X 
o food troughs and water devices for agricultural animals allow access for all 

animals (Guide, p 60)     X 
• Environmental Enrichment, Behavioral and Social Management: 

o structures and resources promote species typical behavior (Guide, pp 52-54)     X 
o novelty of enrichment is considered (Guide, p 53)     X 
o species specific plans for housing including enrichment, behavior and activity are 

developed and reviewed regularly by IACUC, researchers and veterinarian 
(Guide, pp 53, 58, 60, 63)      X 

o animal care personnel receive training to identify abnormal animal behaviors 
(Guide, p 53)     X 

o stability of pairs or groups is monitored for incompatibility (Guide, p 64)     X 
o single housing is justified for social species (Guide, p 64)     X 
o single housing is limited to the minimum period necessary (Guide, p 64)     X 
o additional enrichment for single housed animals is provided (Guide, p 64)     X 
o single housing is reviewed regularly by IACUC and veterinarian (Guide, p 64)     X 
o habituation to routine procedures is part of enrichment program (Guide, p 64)     X 

• Sheltered or Outdoor Housing: (e.g., barns, corrals, pastures, islands)  
o weather protection and opportunity for retreat (Guide, p 54) [must]     X 
o appropriate size (Guide, p 54)     X 
o ventilation and sanitation of shelter (no waste/moisture build-up) (Guide, p 54)     X 
o animal acclimation (Guide, p 55)     X 
o social compatibility (Guide, p 55)     X 
o roundup/restraint procedures (Guide, p 55)     X 
o appropriate security (Guide, p 55)     X 

• Naturalistic Environments: 
o animals added /removed with consideration of effect on group (Guide, p 55)     X 
o adequate food, fresh water, and shelter ensured (Guide, p 55)     X 

• Food: 
o feeding schedule and procedures including caloric intake management (Guide, pp 

65-67)     X 
o contamination prevention (Guide, p 65)     X 
o vendor quality control (Guide, p 66)     X 
o storage in sealed containers (Guide, p 66)     X 
o expiration date labeling (Guide, p 66)     X 
o vermin control (Guide, p 66)     X 
o rotation of stocks (Guide, p 66)     X 

• Water: 
o ad libitum unless justified (Guide, pp 67-68)     X 
o QC procedures (Guide, pp 67-68)     X 

• Bedding and Nesting Materials: 
o species appropriate (Guide, pp 68-69)     X 
o keeps animals dry (Guide, pp 68-69)     X 
o QC procedures (Guide, pp 68-69)     X 

o minimizes scientific variables (Guide, pp 68-69)     
X 
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• Sanitation: 
o frequency of bedding/substrate change (Guide, p 70)     X 
o cleaning and disinfection of microenvironment (Guide, pp 70-71)     X 
o cleaning and disinfection of macroenvironment (Guide, p 72)     X 
o assessing effectiveness (Guide, p 73)     X 

• Waste Disposal: 
o procedures for collection (Guide, pp 73-74)     X 
o procedures for storage and disposal (Guide, pp 73-74)     X 
o hazardous wastes are rendered safe before removal from facility (Guide, pp 73-

74) [must]     X 
o animal carcasses (Guide, pp 73-74)     X 

• Pest Control:  
o regularly scheduled (Guide, p 74)     X 
o documented program including control of rodent pests and insecticide use 

(Guide, p 74)     X 
• Emergency, Weekend, and Holiday Animal Care: 

o care provided by qualified personnel every day (Guide, p 74)     X 
o provision for accessible contact information (Guide, p 74)     X 
o monitoring of backup systems (Guide, p 143)     X 
o veterinary care available after hours, weekends, and holidays (Guide, pp 74,  

114) [must]     X 
o a disaster plan that takes into account both personnel and animals (Guide, p 75)     X 

• Identification: 
o cage/rack cards contain required information (Guide, p 75)     X 
o genotype information included and standardized nomenclature used when 

applicable (Guide, p 75)     X 
• Recordkeeping:     X 

o clinical records accessible and contain appropriate information (Guide, pp 75-76)     X 
o records are provided when animals are transferred between institutions (Guide, p 

75)     X 
• Breeding Genetics and Nomenclature: 

o appropriate genetic records, management  and monitoring procedures (Guide, p 
76)     X 

o phenotypes that affect wellbeing are reported to IACUC and effectively managed 
(Guide, p 77)      X 

• Storage:       
o adequate space for equipment, supplies, food, bedding and refuse (Guide, p 141)     X 
o bedding in vermin-free area and protected from contamination(Guide, p 141)     X 
o food in vermin-free, temperature and humidity controlled area and protected 

from contamination (Guide, p 141)     X 
o refuse storage is separate (Guide, p 141)     X 
o carcass and animal tissue storage is separate, refrigerated below 7ºC and 

cleanable (Guide, p 141)     X 
• Personnel:       

o adequate space for locker rooms, administration and training (Guide, p 135)     X 
 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
 

NOTES: 
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o handling is kept to a minimum and appropriate techniques are in place at facility 
or protocol level (Guide, p 84) X     

o nets are cleaned, disinfected and managed to avoid contamination of systems 
(Guide, p 84) X     

• Food: 
o storage to prevent contamination, preserve nutrients and prevent pests (Guide, p 

84) X     
o delivery ensures access to all , minimizing aggression and nutrient loss (Guide, p 

84) X     
o storage times are based on manufacturer recommendations or accepted practice 

(Guide, p 84) X     
o a nutritionally complete diet is provided (Guide, p 84) X     

• Substrate: 
o amount, type and presentation of substrate is appropriate for the system and the 

species (Guide, p 85)     X 
• Sanitation, Cleaning and Disinfection 

o frequency of tank/cage cleaning and disinfection is determined by water quality, 
permits adequate viewing and health monitoring (Guide, p 86) X     

o cleaning and disinfection of macroenvironment (Guide, p 86) X     
• Waste Disposal:      

o procedures for collection (Guide, pp 73-74) X     
o hazardous wastes are rendered safe before removal from facility (Guide, pp 73-

74) [must] X     
o animal carcasses (Guide, pp 73-74) X     

• Pest Control: 
o regularly scheduled (Guide, p 74)     X 
o documented program including control of pests and insecticide use (Guide, p 74)     X 

• Emergency, Weekend, and Holiday Animal Care: 
o care provided by qualified personnel every day (Guide, pp 74, 87) X     
o provision for accessible contact information (Guide, pp 74, 87) X     
o emergency response plans in place to address major system failures (Guide, 87) X     
o veterinary care available after hours, weekends, and holidays (Guide, pp 74, 114) 

[must] X     
• Identification: 

o cage/tank cards contain required information (Guide, pp 75, 87)  X    
o genotype information included and standardized nomenclature used when 

applicable (Guide, pp 75, 87)     X 
• Recordkeeping:      

o water quality parameters and frequency of testing recorded (Guide, p 88) X     
o records kept on feeding, nonexpired food supplies, live cultures (Guide, p 88) X     

• Storage:       
o adequate space for equipment, supplies, food, substrate and refuse (Guide, p 

141) X     
o substrate protected from contamination (Guide, p 141) X     
o food in vermin-free, temperature and humidity controlled area and protected 

from contamination (Guide, p 141) X     
o refuse storage is separate (Guide, p 141) X     
o carcass and animal tissue storage is separate, refrigerated below 7ºC and 

cleanable (Guide, p 141) X     
• Personnel:       

o adequate space for locker rooms, administration and training (Guide, p 135) X     
 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
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NOTES:** The Attending Vet had a hard time seeing the fish in their tanks. The Attending Vet would like better 
visibility of he fish in the tanks. Will discuss this with the Eco-IACUC. 
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III. Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
 
Date: 02/19/2020 
Members in Attendance: Jim Harvey, , Leslie Jarrell (via phone/Facetime) and 

 
 
Deficiency 
Category* 

 
 
√ 

 
 
Location 

 
Deficiency and 

 Plan for Correction 

 
Responsible       

Party 

 
Correction Schedule 
and Interim Status 

 
 Date 

 Complete 

M  Wetlab Need signage on the experimental bays. 
Add PI Name and ACUP number to signage on experimental bay. 

 
 

 4/1/2020 

WishList  Wetlab Wooden box steps need to be added to preventative maintenance 
schedule. 

 

Jim Harvey  
(JH) 

  

WishList  Wetlab Columns supporting head boxes are showing serious rust. Will try to 
replace columns. 

 
 (Wetlab 

manager) 

  

WishList  Wetlab Head Boxes in one section are crowded. Will try to uncrowd the boxes 
and use newer material to match the rest of the head boxes. 

   

WishList  Wetlab Water Storage Tanks are due for cleaning. 
Need funds to have this done. 

   

WishList  Wetlab Water testing. 
Need funds to test for heavy metals. 

   

 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
√ Check if repeat deficiency 

Exemption 6Exemption 6Exemption 6
Exemption 6

Exemption 6
Exemption 6
Exemption 6
Exemption 6

Exemption 6
Exemption 6
Exemption 
Exemption 
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IV. Endnotes 

i The PHS Policy requires that Assured institutions comply with the regulations (9 CFR, Subchapter A) issued by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) under the Animal Welfare Act, as applicable. The endnotes below are specific USDA 
regulatory requirements that differ from or are in addition to the PHS Policy. This list is not intended to be all inclusive. 
For additional information please refer to 9 CFR Subchapter A - Animal Welfare. 
 
ii Part 2 Subpart C - Research Facilities 
- 2.31(b)(2) - “The Committee shall be composed of a Chairman and at least two additional members;... at least one shall 
not be affiliated in any way with the facility...such   person will provide representation for general community interests in 
the proper care and treatment of animals.” [PHS policy requires 5 members] 
 
iii 2.32(c)(4) - “...No facility employee, Committee member, or laboratory personnel shall be discriminated against or be 
subject to any reprisal for reporting violations of any regulation or standards under the Act.” [USDA requirement 
additional to PHS Policy] 
 
iv 2.31(d)(5) - “...shall conduct continuing reviews of activities...not less than annually.” [PHS Policy requires a complete 
new review every 3 years utilizing all the criteria for initial review] 
 
v 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “...no animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 
recover unless...(it is) justified for scientific reasons...(or is) required as routine veterinary procedure...or other special 
circumstances as determined by the Administrator on an individual basis.”  [this last point is an additional USDA 
justification for multiple survival surgeries] 
 
vi 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
vii 2.36(b)(3) - “...exceptions to the standards and regulations be specified and explained by the principal investigator and 
approved by the IACUC. A summary of all such   exceptions must be attached to the facility’s annual report.” [Refers to 
USDA annual report] 
 
viii 2.31(c)(3) - “...Any failure to adhere to the plan and schedule that results in a significant deficiency remaining 
uncorrected shall be reported in writing within 15 business days by the IACUC, through the institutional official, to 
APHIS and any Federal agency funding that activity.” [PHS Policy requires prompt reporting to OPRR of serious or 
continuing noncompliance with the PHS Policy or serious deviations from the provisions of the Guide] 
 
ix 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
x In addition to PHS requirements for IACUC review/application for funding, USDA regulations require: 
 2.31(d)(1)(ii) - “The principal investigator (PI) consider alternatives to procedures that cause more than momentary or 

slight pain or distress to the animals, and has provided a written narrative description of the methods and 
sources...used to determine that alternatives were not available.” 

 
 2.31(d)(1)(iii) - “The PI has provided written assurance that the activities do not unnecessarily duplicate previous 

experiments.” 
 
 2.31(d)(1)(iv) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will: 
 - involve in their planning, consultation with the attending veterinarian or his or her designee; [PHS Policy does not 

specify veterinary consultation] 
 - not include paralytics without the use of anesthesia;”  
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 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “No animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 

recover, unless justified for scientific reasons by the principal investigator, in writing...” 
 
xi 2.33(a)(1) - “In the case of a part-time attending veterinarian or consultant arrangements, the formal arrangements shall 
include a written program of veterinary care and regularly scheduled visits to the research   facility.” [USDA requirement 
additional] 
 
xii 2.32(c) - “Humane methods of animal maintenance and experimentation, including the basic needs of each   species, 
proper handling and care for the various species of animals used by the facility, proper pre-procedural and post-procedural 
care of animals, and aseptic surgical methods and procedures.” 
 
xiii 2.32(c) - additional specifications include: 
- “proper use of anesthetics, analgesics, and tranquilizers for any species of animals used by the facility” 
- “methods whereby deficiencies in animal care and treatment are reported, including deficiencies in animal care and 
treatment reported by any employee of the facility...” 
- “utilization of services (e.g., National Agricultural Library, National Library of Medicine) to provide information on 
appropriate animal care and use, alternatives to the use of live animals in research  , that could prevent unintended and 
unnecessary duplication of research   involving animals, and regarding the intent and requirements of the Act.” [USDA 
training specifications are more detailed than PHS Policy]. 
 
xiv 2.31(d)(iv)(C) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will...not 
include the use of paralytics without anesthesia.” 
 
xv Part 3 Subpart A 3.8 - “...research facilities must develop, document, and follow an appropriate plan to provide dogs 
with the opportunity for exercise. In addition the plan must be approved by the attending veterinarian. The plan must 
provide written standard procedures...” 
 
xvi Part 3 Subpart D 3.81 - “...research facilities must develop, document, and follow an appropriate plan for environment 
enhancement adequate to promote the psychological well-being of nonhuman primates.” 
 
xvii Part 3 Subpart A 3.6(c)(1) - “Each dog housed in a primary enclosure must be provided with a minimum amount of 
floor space, calculated as follows:  
(length of dog in inches + 6)2 /144 = required floor space in square feet).”   
 
- Part 3 Subpart D 3.80 (b) - “Primary enclosures [for nonhuman primates] must meet the minimum space requirements 
provided in this subpart.” 
 
- In situations where the USDA regulations and the Guide differ with respect to space requirements, the larger of the two 
must be followed. 
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Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist 

About the checklist 

The Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist is provided to assist institutions in 
conducting their semiannual reviews of programs and facilities for the care and use of animals. The 
Public Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Policy), section 
IV.B.1.-2., requires the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) to review the institution's 
program for humane care and use of animals and inspect all of the institution's animal facilities at least 
once every 6 months using the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals: Eighth Edition (Guide) 
as a basis for evaluation. 

How to use the checklist 

This checklist is a tool to assist IACUCs in conducting thorough semiannual reviews. IACUCs are not 
required to use this checklist but are encouraged to amend it as necessary to reflect institutional 
programs and needs, or to develop their own checklist. If the checklist is modified, periodic review of the 
checklist is recommended to ensure relevant topics are considered as the animal care and use program 
changes. 

The checklist covers the major topics of the Guide and the requirements of the PHS Policy. The checklist 
does not replace the Guide, but should be utilized in conjunction with the Guide. The Guide provides the 
standards, recommendations, and descriptions of desired outcomes necessary to evaluate and inspect an 
animal care and use program. Relevant references for the Guide and the PHS Policy are noted. Endnotes 
are included to reference specific U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulatory requirements that 
differ from the PHS Policy. Topics that are new to this version of the checklist or identified as a “must” in 
the Guide are highlighted. A column to identify changes that have occurred in the institution’s program 
for animal care and use (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) since the last review is also a new feature. 

The checklist consists of the following sections: 

I. Semiannual Program Review Checklist 
• Institutional Policies and Responsibilities 
• Veterinary Care 

II. Semiannual Facility Inspection Checklist 
• Terrestrial Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Aquatic Animal Housing and Support Areas 
• Cagewash 
• Special Facilities: Aseptic Surgery 
• Special Facilities: Procedure Areas, Non-survival Surgeries, Laboratories, Rodent Surgeries, 

Imaging, Whole Body Irradiation, Hazardous Agent Containment, Behavioral Studies 
III. Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
IV. Endnotes 

It is recommended that the Program Review section be completed during an IACUC meeting. Because 
physical aspects of a program require visual observation to evaluate, it is recommended that the Facility 
Inspection section be completed during an inspection of the facilities, including satellite facilities.  

A table is provided, “Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report,” as a format for the IACUC 
to organize and track information regarding deficiencies, and plans and schedules for correction. IACUCs may 
choose to attach the table to the Semiannual Report to the Institutional Official. 

Questions or comments? 

Suggestions or comments about this checklist should be e-mailed to: olawdpe@mail.nih.gov.
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behavior reasons (Guide, pp 58-59) 
o single housing of nonhuman primates is for shortest duration possible (Guide, p 

60)     X 
o opportunities for release into larger enclosures is considered for single caged 

nonhuman primates (Guide, p 60)     X 
o agricultural animals are housed socially (Guide, p 60)     X 
o food troughs and water devices for agricultural animals allow access for all 

animals (Guide, p 60)     X 
• Environmental Enrichment, Behavioral and Social Management: 

o structures and resources promote species typical behavior (Guide, pp 52-54)     X 
o novelty of enrichment is considered (Guide, p 53)     X 
o species specific plans for housing including enrichment, behavior and activity are 

developed and reviewed regularly by IACUC, researchers and veterinarian 
(Guide, pp 53, 58, 60, 63)      X 

o animal care personnel receive training to identify abnormal animal behaviors 
(Guide, p 53)     X 

o stability of pairs or groups is monitored for incompatibility (Guide, p 64)     X 
o single housing is justified for social species (Guide, p 64)     X 
o single housing is limited to the minimum period necessary (Guide, p 64)     X 
o additional enrichment for single housed animals is provided (Guide, p 64)     X 
o single housing is reviewed regularly by IACUC and veterinarian (Guide, p 64)     X 
o habituation to routine procedures is part of enrichment program (Guide, p 64)     X 

• Sheltered or Outdoor Housing: (e.g., barns, corrals, pastures, islands)  
o weather protection and opportunity for retreat (Guide, p 54) [must]     X 
o appropriate size (Guide, p 54)     X 
o ventilation and sanitation of shelter (no waste/moisture build-up) (Guide, p 54)     X 
o animal acclimation (Guide, p 55)     X 
o social compatibility (Guide, p 55)     X 
o roundup/restraint procedures (Guide, p 55)     X 
o appropriate security (Guide, p 55)     X 

• Naturalistic Environments: 
o animals added /removed with consideration of effect on group (Guide, p 55)     X 
o adequate food, fresh water, and shelter ensured (Guide, p 55)     X 

• Food: 
o feeding schedule and procedures including caloric intake management (Guide, pp 

65-67)     X 
o contamination prevention (Guide, p 65)     X 
o vendor quality control (Guide, p 66)     X 
o storage in sealed containers (Guide, p 66)     X 
o expiration date labeling (Guide, p 66)     X 
o vermin control (Guide, p 66)     X 
o rotation of stocks (Guide, p 66)     X 

• Water: 
o ad libitum unless justified (Guide, pp 67-68)     X 
o QC procedures (Guide, pp 67-68)     X 

• Bedding and Nesting Materials: 
o species appropriate (Guide, pp 68-69)     X 
o keeps animals dry (Guide, pp 68-69)     X 
o QC procedures (Guide, pp 68-69)     X 
o minimizes scientific variables (Guide, pp 68-69)     X 

• Sanitation: 
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o frequency of bedding/substrate change (Guide, p 70)     X 
o cleaning and disinfection of microenvironment (Guide, pp 70-71)     X 
o cleaning and disinfection of macroenvironment (Guide, p 72)     X 
o assessing effectiveness (Guide, p 73)     X 

• Waste Disposal: 
o procedures for collection (Guide, pp 73-74)     X 
o procedures for storage and disposal (Guide, pp 73-74)     X 
o hazardous wastes are rendered safe before removal from facility (Guide, pp 73-

74) [must]     X 
o animal carcasses (Guide, pp 73-74)     X 

• Pest Control:  
o regularly scheduled (Guide, p 74)     X 
o documented program including control of rodent pests and insecticide use 

(Guide, p 74)     X 
• Emergency, Weekend, and Holiday Animal Care: 

o care provided by qualified personnel every day (Guide, p 74)     X 
o provision for accessible contact information (Guide, p 74)     X 
o monitoring of backup systems (Guide, p 143)     X 
o veterinary care available after hours, weekends, and holidays (Guide, pp 74,  

114) [must]     X 
o a disaster plan that takes into account both personnel and animals (Guide, p 75)     X 

• Identification: 
o cage/rack cards contain required information (Guide, p 75)     X 
o genotype information included and standardized nomenclature used when 

applicable (Guide, p 75)     X 
• Recordkeeping:     X 

o clinical records accessible and contain appropriate information (Guide, pp 75-76)     X 
o records are provided when animals are transferred between institutions (Guide, p 

75)     X 
• Breeding Genetics and Nomenclature: 

o appropriate genetic records, management  and monitoring procedures (Guide, p 
76)     X 

o phenotypes that affect wellbeing are reported to IACUC and effectively managed 
(Guide, p 77)      X 

• Storage:       
o adequate space for equipment, supplies, food, bedding and refuse (Guide, p 141)     X 
o bedding in vermin-free area and protected from contamination(Guide, p 141)     X 
o food in vermin-free, temperature and humidity controlled area and protected 

from contamination (Guide, p 141)     X 
o refuse storage is separate (Guide, p 141)     X 
o carcass and animal tissue storage is separate, refrigerated below 7ºC and 

cleanable (Guide, p 141)     X 
• Personnel:       

o adequate space for locker rooms, administration and training (Guide, p 135)     X 
 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
 

NOTES: 
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o semi-aquatic reptiles are provided terrestrial areas (Guide, p 83)     X 
o handling is kept to a minimum and appropriate techniques are in place at facility 

or protocol level (Guide, p 84) X     
o nets are cleaned, disinfected and managed to avoid contamination of systems 

(Guide, p 84) X     
• Food: 

o storage to prevent contamination, preserve nutrients and prevent pests (Guide, p 
84) X     

o delivery ensures access to all , minimizing aggression and nutrient loss (Guide, p 
84) X     

o storage times are based on manufacturer recommendations or accepted practice 
(Guide, p 84) X     

o a nutritionally complete diet is provided (Guide, p 84) X     
• Substrate: 

o amount, type and presentation of substrate is appropriate for the system and the 
species (Guide, p 85)     X 

• Sanitation, Cleaning and Disinfection 
o frequency of tank/cage cleaning and disinfection is determined by water quality, 

permits adequate viewing and health monitoring (Guide, p 86)     X 
o cleaning and disinfection of macroenvironment (Guide, p 86)     X 

• Waste Disposal:      
o procedures for collection (Guide, pp 73-74) X     
o hazardous wastes are rendered safe before removal from facility (Guide, pp 73-

74) [must] X     
o animal carcasses (Guide, pp 73-74) X     

• Pest Control: 
o regularly scheduled (Guide, p 74)     X 
o documented program including control of pests and insecticide use (Guide, p 74)     X 

• Emergency, Weekend, and Holiday Animal Care: 
o care provided by qualified personnel every day (Guide, pp 74, 87) X     
o provision for accessible contact information (Guide, pp 74, 87) X     
o emergency response plans in place to address major system failures (Guide, 87) X     
o veterinary care available after hours, weekends, and holidays (Guide, pp 74, 114) 

[must] X     
• Identification: 

o cage/tank cards contain required information (Guide, pp 75, 87) X     
o genotype information included and standardized nomenclature used when 

applicable (Guide, pp 75, 87)     X 
• Recordkeeping:      

o water quality parameters and frequency of testing recorded (Guide, p 88) X     
o records kept on feeding, nonexpired food supplies, live cultures (Guide, p 88) X     

• Storage:       
o adequate space for equipment, supplies, food, substrate and refuse (Guide, p 

141) X     
o substrate protected from contamination (Guide, p 141) X     
o food in vermin-free, temperature and humidity controlled area and protected 

from contamination (Guide, p 141) X     
o refuse storage is separate (Guide, p 141) X     
o carcass and animal tissue storage is separate, refrigerated below 7ºC and 

cleanable (Guide, p 141) X     
• Personnel:       

o adequate space for locker rooms, administration and training (Guide, p 135) X     
 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
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 NA = not applicable 
 

NOTES: 
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Semiannual Checklist v3/8/2012 19 

 

III. Semiannual Program Review and Facility Inspection Report 
 
Date: 11/21/2019 
Members in Attendance: Jim Harvey, , Leslie Jarrell (via phone/Facetime) and 

 
 
Deficiency 
Category* 

 
 
√ 

 
 
Location 

 
Deficiency and 

 Plan for Correction 

 
Responsible       

Party 

 
Correction Schedule 
and Interim Status 

 
 Date 

 Complete 

M  Wetlab MS222 and hCG need to be pharmaceutical grade. 
Replace with pharmaceutical grade. 

 
 

Still working on 
contracting a Vet 

 

M  T22/23 Wooden box step at T22/23 need to be repainted/sealed or the top 
replaced. 

Replace with plastic 

Jim Harvey  
(JH) 

Repainted and 
resealed 

12/10/2019 

M  Wetlab Columns supporting head boxes are showing serious rust. Will try to 
replace columns. 

 
(Wetlab 

manager) 

Waiting on funding for 
Facilities 

 

WishList  Wetlab Head Boxes in one section are crowded. Will try to uncrowd the boxes 
and use newer material to match the rest of the head boxes. 

   

WishList  Wetlab Water Storage Tanks are due for cleaning. 
Need funds to have this done. 

   

WishList  Wetlab Water testing. 
Need funds to test for heavy metals. 

   

 * A = acceptable 
 M = minor deficiency 
 S = significant deficiency (is or may be a threat to animal health or safety) 
 C = change in program (PHS Policy IV.A.1.a.-i.) (include in semiannual report to IO and in annual report to OLAW) 
 NA = not applicable 
√ Check if repeat deficiency 

Exemption 6Exemption 6Exemption 6
Exemption 6

Exemption 6
Exemption 6
Exemption 6
Exemption 6

Exemption 6
Exemption 6
Exemption 
Exemption 
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IV. Endnotes 
 

i The PHS Policy requires that Assured institutions comply with the regulations (9 CFR, Subchapter A) issued by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) under the Animal Welfare Act, as applicable. The endnotes below are specific USDA 
regulatory requirements that differ from or are in addition to the PHS Policy. This list is not intended to be all inclusive. 
For additional information please refer to 9 CFR Subchapter A - Animal Welfare. 
 
ii Part 2 Subpart C - Research Facilities 
- 2.31(b)(2) - “The Committee shall be composed of a Chairman and at least two additional members;... at least one shall 
not be affiliated in any way with the facility...such   person will provide representation for general community interests in 
the proper care and treatment of animals.” [PHS policy requires 5 members] 
 
iii 2.32(c)(4) - “...No facility employee, Committee member, or laboratory personnel shall be discriminated against or be 
subject to any reprisal for reporting violations of any regulation or standards under the Act.” [USDA requirement 
additional to PHS Policy] 
 
iv 2.31(d)(5) - “...shall conduct continuing reviews of activities...not less than annually.” [PHS Policy requires a complete 
new review every 3 years utilizing all the criteria for initial review] 
 
v 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “...no animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 
recover unless...(it is) justified for scientific reasons...(or is) required as routine veterinary procedure...or other special 
circumstances as determined by the Administrator on an individual basis.”  [this last point is an additional USDA 
justification for multiple survival surgeries] 
 
vi 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
vii 2.36(b)(3) - “...exceptions to the standards and regulations be specified and explained by the principal investigator and 
approved by the IACUC. A summary of all such   exceptions must be attached to the facility’s annual report.” [Refers to 
USDA annual report] 
 
viii 2.31(c)(3) - “...Any failure to adhere to the plan and schedule that results in a significant deficiency remaining 
uncorrected shall be reported in writing within 15 business days by the IACUC, through the institutional official, to 
APHIS and any Federal agency funding that activity.” [PHS Policy requires prompt reporting to OPRR of serious or 
continuing noncompliance with the PHS Policy or serious deviations from the provisions of the Guide] 
 
ix 2.36 - “...each   reporting facility shall submit an annual report to the APHIS, AC sector supervisor for the State where 
the facility is located on or before December 1 of each   calendar year.” [The USDA annual report has a list of 
requirements which   differ from PHS annual report] 
 
x In addition to PHS requirements for IACUC review/application for funding, USDA regulations require: 
 2.31(d)(1)(ii) - “The principal investigator (PI) consider alternatives to procedures that cause more than momentary or 

slight pain or distress to the animals, and has provided a written narrative description of the methods and 
sources...used to determine that alternatives were not available.” 

 
 2.31(d)(1)(iii) - “The PI has provided written assurance that the activities do not unnecessarily duplicate previous 

experiments.” 
 
 2.31(d)(1)(iv) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will: 
 - involve in their planning, consultation with the attending veterinarian or his or her designee; [PHS Policy does not 

specify veterinary consultation] 
 - not include paralytics without the use of anesthesia;”  
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 2.31(d)(1)(x) - “No animal will be used in more than one major operative procedure from which   it is allowed to 

recover, unless justified for scientific reasons by the principal investigator, in writing...” 
 
xi 2.33(a)(1) - “In the case of a part-time attending veterinarian or consultant arrangements, the formal arrangements shall 
include a written program of veterinary care and regularly scheduled visits to the research   facility.” [USDA requirement 
additional] 
 
xii 2.32(c) - “Humane methods of animal maintenance and experimentation, including the basic needs of each   species, 
proper handling and care for the various species of animals used by the facility, proper pre-procedural and post-procedural 
care of animals, and aseptic surgical methods and procedures.” 
 
xiii 2.32(c) - additional specifications include: 
- “proper use of anesthetics, analgesics, and tranquilizers for any species of animals used by the facility” 
- “methods whereby deficiencies in animal care and treatment are reported, including deficiencies in animal care and 
treatment reported by any employee of the facility...” 
- “utilization of services (e.g., National Agricultural Library, National Library of Medicine) to provide information on 
appropriate animal care and use, alternatives to the use of live animals in research  , that could prevent unintended and 
unnecessary duplication of research   involving animals, and regarding the intent and requirements of the Act.” [USDA 
training specifications are more detailed than PHS Policy]. 
 
xiv 2.31(d)(iv)(C) - “Procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or distress to the animals will...not 
include the use of paralytics without anesthesia.” 
 
xv Part 3 Subpart A 3.8 - “...research facilities must develop, document, and follow an appropriate plan to provide dogs 
with the opportunity for exercise. In addition the plan must be approved by the attending veterinarian. The plan must 
provide written standard procedures...” 
 
xvi Part 3 Subpart D 3.81 - “...research facilities must develop, document, and follow an appropriate plan for environment 
enhancement adequate to promote the psychological well-being of nonhuman primates.” 
 
xvii Part 3 Subpart A 3.6(c)(1) - “Each dog housed in a primary enclosure must be provided with a minimum amount of 
floor space, calculated as follows:  
(length of dog in inches + 6)2 /144 = required floor space in square feet).”   
 
- Part 3 Subpart D 3.80 (b) - “Primary enclosures [for nonhuman primates] must meet the minimum space requirements 
provided in this subpart.” 
 
- In situations where the USDA regulations and the Guide differ with respect to space requirements, the larger of the two 
must be followed. 
 


	2019_GLTED Program and Facility_checklist_filled out_fixed_Redacted
	ACESD_ProgramReview_FacilityReview_Checklist for 12_12_2019_corrected_Redacted
	SemiAnnual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist Filled 02_19_2020_updated_4_01_2020_Redacted
	SemiAnnual Program Review and Facility Inspection Checklist Filled 11_21_2019_Redacted



